SCOPE  AND METHOD OF   FEDERALISM	3'
The only cases of ancient federations of which we have
accurate and definite information are those of Greece.§
Even they, when we compare their institutions with
those of a modern federal state will be found to be of a
primitive character.
(A)   types of political unions.
Political combinations of various groups and commu-
nities, on more or less an equal footing, need not always be
of the same character or extent. In fact, there are divers
types of them, according to differing circumstances.
History affords examples of several kinds of these unions.
When George I ascended the throne of England in 1714
he retained under him his ancestral possession of Hanover.
This was only a personal union which lasted upto 1837
without, in any way, affecting the position o£ England.
During this period England and Hanover had the same
person as the head of the state, but the independence of
each remained unimpaired and the two states retained their
distinct characters in all international dealings. Nor was
there any obligation for them to act in concert in their
dealings with any foreign powers. In short, the separate
existence of the two states as it had been prior to 1714
was not in any wise changed because of their personal union.
Another kind of union was that of England and
Scotland between the years 1603-1707. In the year 1603
King James VI of Scotland became King of England also
and by this act he united the two Kingdoms. Both the
states retained their own laws and institutions and their
§ "There are, however, examples in Greece proper and one, Lycia in
Asia Minor, of real federal unions. The chief Greek federations were those of
Thessally, BJcotia, Acarnania, Olyuthus, Arcadia, Aetolia, Achaca, the most
important as well as the most complete in respect oi% organization being the
Aetolian League and the Achaean League."
(Encyclopaedia Britannica.   Edition 13th, Vol. I, p, 234.)

